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9. Army of thousands of life-size clay figures created
to protect Chinese Emperor Qin in his afterlife

11. an iconic TV show set in the Upper East Side
14. Defacement of famous artwork by climate activists
18. first science fiction novel, and song by Rina

Sawayama
19. artist who loves ballerinas
22. Dancer and choreographer who created the

prominent modern dance theater and company
named after them.

23. contemporary artist who loves polka dots and
pumpkins

25. Tim Burton’s newest show focused on the
daughter of a notorious family

27. a group of rats
29. created a famous naked David
32. 2022 album and period that cultivated a new

change in art and culture

4. breed of rat that can go without drinking water its
whole life

6. TV series on the British royal family
8. medium used in many of Degas’ works

10. broadway show and building on campus
11. Art museum and UNESCO world heritage site

designed by Frank Lloyd
12. Toni Morrison’s haunting bestseller
13. book that inspired the movie Clueless
15. new drama starring one of the Normal People

leads as a father
16. Famous NFT collection, ownership of which

functions as membership to a yacht club
17. Architect wh
20. lifestyle brand of the star who famously stated “I’d

rather smoke crack than eat cheese from a tin.”
21. music album and time of night
24. French fauvist painter who created the series, Blue

Nudes
26. a domesticated breed of rat named after its

unusually big ears
28. famous award for distinction in Broadway and

musical theater
29. Popular AI program that can generate unique high-

quality art from a few keywords. Art from this
program recently made news for winning an art
competition.

30. realist oil painter of Nighthawks
31. Satirical graffiti artist
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FROM
THE Blog

KicK iii as Declaration of 

the Queer Body

Alejandra Ghersi’s musical catalog under the
name Arca is and has been revolutionary both 
musically and corporeally. Arca’s body of 
work thus far is unarguably queer, from the 
lyrics in “Piel” to the single “Nonbinary” to her 
unapologetic presence as a Venezuelan trans 
woman. Combining sound and visuals, 
KicK iii creates a queer mode of existence 
that encapsulates just a fraction of what it 
means to resist being.

Arca is a multitude of things—a collection of 
self-states, or distinctly different versions of 
oneself, that come together to create music 
that exists across genres, without bounds. 
Arca’s five-part electronic epic traverses 
these self-states with each entry into the 
Kick universe that Arca has carefully crafted since the release of KiCk i in 2020. The Kick 
universe embodies transformation and the process of becoming, with KiCk i coinciding with 
Arca publicly coming out as transgender. The name “kick” in all its different capitalizations 
comes from the prenatal kick that serves as the first instance of individuation from the parent. 
The following four albums were released consecutively over four days in 
late November of 2021, each album exploring different genres and 
moods, ending with the introspective piano of kiCK iiiii. 

KicK iii is a jolting wake-up from the robotic introspection of “Andro” 
from KICK ii, starting with the explosive noises of “Bruja” and 
ending with the ethereal beauty of “Joya”—it is perfectly unpredictable. 
Through listening, we catch glimpses of other states of being, of what it feels 
like to be Electra Rex, and what it feels like to traverse a range of self-states. 
The very concept of self-states, first introduced to us by the lyrics of “Nonbinary,” 
embraces the idea of the multiplicity of the body and self, especially with regard 
to the transgender experience. Gender is constantly shifting—there are no set 
standards, only a continuously changing experience of our inner and outer lives. 
It is in this way that self-states embrace the process of reckoning with gender and 
oneself, confronting the variants of us among our past and present selves.

Korrin Lee’s wall full of Arca imagery

Article by Korrin Lee
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FROM

THE Blog

KicK iii as Declaration of 

the Queer Body

KicK iii creates a statement of multiplicity both sonically 
and visually that refuses to be categorized, that is 

quintessentially Arca in every way possible. From the 
album artwork to the sonic landscape to the various 

self-states that the listener traverses, KicK iii is a 
call toward a new imagining of what it means to 

occupy the body and the mind. Instead of limiting 
ourselves to one fixed identity, KicK iii creates the 

space for multiple iterations of the self to exist, to embody 
the contradictions and fleeting sentiments that we know but cannot name. 

Arca’s concept of self-states presents a mode of being that rejects the singularity of a 
cis-het hegemony and encourages self-exploration in its purest form. Queer existence as 

plural and without shame is a threat to power structures that function off of the production of 
shame and the continued shunning of those who are different. Through the lens of multiplicity 

that Arca puts forth in KicK iii, the body, in various different forms, acts as a vessel through 
which we can project our truest desires, even if those desires are intangible at present. 

As someone who identifies as trans, this concept of 
multiple selves particularly resonates with the ways by 
which my younger self fractured off into separate 
identities for protection. My online identity was a 
means by which I was able to break free from the 
femininity that was forced onto me. Reflecting on
 my many selves throughout the years, I can now 
appreciate each one’s purpose in building the person 
that I am today. So, let us abandon the static of one 
identity and venture towards new possibilities and 
what it means to exist across space and time as 
multiple people, honoring every part of ourselves in 
our construction of the queer body. 

Read more at

RatRockMagazine.com
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Her eyes are watching them.
Through the lens, two sets of eyes, thirteen years apart.
The photos are for her now, for them someday.
The youngest was eager to see her portrait.
She furrowed her brows when she told her she’d have to wait a while.
The oldest never liked photos of herself.
Yet she was her first portrait.
The trees watch as she walks with her sisters.
They see moments of rare harmony when they can all be in the same place. 
1091 miles erased with the click of a shutter.
Her eyes watch a budding passion amongst artificial waves and water droplets. 
You could name an abundance of eyes, if you tried.

Anaïs Mitelberg
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capricorn

aquarius
stop looking for love at adp house, 
you will not find it. please seek else-
where.

you will have a fated meeting by 
the action station in ferris booth 
commons. hopefully, it is not 
baked potato day.

december 22-january 19

january 20-february 18

pisces

aries

taurus

gemini

your chances of being afflicted 
with a biblical illness are high. 
dress warmly and take care of 
yourself.

your ability to self-reflect is high 
right now. you will either discover 
you are the best person ever or the 
worst person ever (no in-between).

let it go. you have to learn how 
to forget. please. everyone is 
begging.  your potential to slay goes up by 

10% every time you eat john jay 
breakfast. do with that what you will.

march 21-april 19

april 20-may 20

may 21-june 20

february 19- march 20
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cancer 

virgo

being silly will not patch the gap-
ing hole in your heart right now. 
it’s time to find new ways to grow 
(listen to lady gaga? buy some 
new plants?)

you have a high likelihood of regressing 
back to your high school or middle school 
interests right now (derogatory). do not 
reopen your tumblr account.

june 21-july 22

august 23-september 22

leo

libra

you are in your bella swan era. 
be careful where you step and 
beware of men who are sparkly 
and brooding. ((caution emoji) 
the volturi live among us)

your creativity is flourishing 
right now, nurture it by spending 
ungodly amounts of hours in 
dodge. also submit your work to 
ratrock.

july 23-august 22

september 23- october 23

sagittarius

entering this new year of your life, beware 
of oncoming existential dread. do NOT think 
about how time is unforgiving and every 
second, every minute, every hour of every 
day you are approaching your inevitable 
demise.

november 22-december 21

scorpio
october 23-november 21

 you deserve a little treat every single 
day. dining dollars are not real money and 
never have been. disclaimer: this content 
is for entertainment purposes only and 
should not be construed as sound finan-
cial advice.
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Who’s Your Favorite Rat?

Bearer of deadly diseases and dweller of the dirtiest places, 
the Rat, infamous four-legged, medium-sized mammal, 
has earned a very bad rep throughout mankind’s history.

But rather than looking into ways to get rid of our rodent friends
—or even worse—to simply forget about their existence to live 
our meaningless existence, we should rethink our relationship 
with the creature that we have involuntarily domesticated. 

We

WantTo

Know

In my humble opinion, the rat is one of the most advanced 
and insightful forms of life that has and will ever exist on this 
planet. The species is undoubtedly the biological embodiment 
of urban excesses and modern-life selfishness. To expand the 
city by an extra block, to throw that stale slice of pizza on the 
ground, to leave that untied trash bag on the sidewalk, it’s our 
own active inaction which fuel their passive proliferation. Human 
conscientious and thoughtful decisions meet the rat’s sheer natural 
instincts. If it seems clear that our relationship to Rats highlight 
the contradictions that rule the human psyche:

"

WHAT DOES YOUR FAVORITE RAT SAY ABOUT YOU?

“

From the wise words of our very own Victor Trolet
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Who’s Your Favorite Rat?

EMILE: 
Ratatouille

You could have picked Remy but no, you chose Emile. You were probably an iPad 
kid before that was a thing. Your passion for food is unmet — you worship Gordon 
Ramsay and spend your Friday nights applying to become the first physical audience 
to the Great British Baking show. 

DiagRAT
The

Eric Adams’ biggest fear — the NYC rat. You 
go from a population of 2 to 1,250 individuals 
in a year. You are pure garbage. You rarely
shower and hang out by Atlas kitchen when 
you’re not wandering the subway in search 
for whatever seems edible. Is it food? 
Is it plastic? Who cares, as long as it fills the 
void that expands inside of you a little 
more each day.    

Buddy
The RatYour failed attempt at landing 

this dream Broadway part will 
not stop you — you’re convinced 
your theatre-kid personality will 
get you through the highs and 
lows of Morningside Heights. 
The world stares at you constantly 
with inquisitive eyes, but you couldn’t 
care less: you’re free.
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Rattata
You love Pokemon and you need people 
to know. You were the first person in your 
hometown to download Pokemon Go and 
the last one to still have it on your Android 
phone. You’re probably from the Midwest, 
you think Budweiser should be subsidised 
by the federal government and your typical 
Sunday morning starts with eating McDonalds 
breakfast in your bedroom to cover up the 
alcohol vapors from the night before. 
You’re feral. Seek help.

Master

Splinter

Your swagger radiates across the room. You’re effortlessly charismatic — 
you don’t even have to try. Dirt doesn’t bother you (in college, you were 
probably part of a fRAT).You feel like you will forever be misunderstood.
And that’s exactly why, you will most likely end up single. NO, adopting a 
turtle won’t make the unbearable lightness of being more bearable. 

Rats bop to the beat

University  of Tokyo@

You groove better than anyone else and you want people to know
it. Yet, those sequin flare plants are begging you for a dry cleaning
pit stop. You have a gold membership to Gimme Gimme Disco at 
LPR. Naturally, you skipped your Oceanography midterm for a one 
last change to dance to Lay all your love on me. You’re the shit. 
But, remember, in the end, we’re all just rats.

Who’s Your Favorite Rat?

RAT

ROCK
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Rats 
@ the 

Council

Who’s Your Favorite Rat?

A Jean de La Fontaine’s classic. You’re overly passionate 
about European politics and took multiple trips to Paris to 
deepen your love for Napoleon Bonaparte, and so what? 
You want to raise your kids in fast-paced, multicultural. 
and multidisciplinary environment so that they can take 
advantage of the American meritocracy. You Venmo 
request your colleagues for White Claws you brought 
to the afterwork. Your worst fear is government market 
interventions. You logically love Thatcherism.You will 
probably end up in jail for insider trading. 

Bill Mayers’
Rat Princess

If you identify with Bill Mayers’ Rat princess, you’re (in your own 
rabies-infested eyes) the perfect combination between traditionalism 
and modernity. You’re a refurbished Brooklyn brownstone sold by 
Corcoran for 4,500 monthly minimum wages: you underwent a 
massive rebranding after realising life was so much sweeter when 
dressed in Celine, Acne Studios, and Van Cleef & Arpels. You’d 
rather be on the brink of emotional collapse in the passager seat of 
a Ferrari than happily smiling on a Citi bike. You run this world from 
your weekly Vogue columns. You love blue cerulean.

Bansky’s
Love Rat

Your love for others will be the reason 
for your own demise. You cannot save 
everyone on this cursed planet. 
Save yourself first.  

Trim Box Size: 8.5 x 11 in



Ratrock 
Staff Feature

is a staff photographer for Ratrock Magazine. They joined Ratrock to be more 
involved with the arts community on campus and to have an excuse to take photos. 
They love the idea of doing a photoshoot to express the featured artist’s personality, 
and enjoy helping the feature come to life. They cite shooting Julie Kim’s featured 
artist photos and shooting their own photos with Gabi Levy as their two favorite 
Ratrock memories.

Photos by Gabi Levy

Art holds a coveted place in Em’s 
heart: They cite it as the one 
interest they keep coming back to 
even after trying many different 
things in college. As a double 
major in Computer Science and 
Visual Arts, Em is interested in the 
intersections of the physical and 
digital space. They talk about their 
recent fascination with The Sims. 
The video game has made them 
reflect on what it means to create 
a virtual avatar of yourself and 
play out your fantasies. One day, 
they want to recreate themself in 
the virtual world and perform as 
an avatar. 

When asked who they would choose if they could invite three artists (living or dead) 
to dinner, Em listed Lynn Hershman Leeson, Nan Goldin, and John Yuyi. As a new 
media artist who uses technology in their art, Leeson has been a strong influence in 
Em’s personal art journey. Goldin is the photographer that inspires Em the most —
 specifically her raw, emotional portraits of her friends and community in New York. 
Em is especially excited by the prospect of talking to a young artist like Yuyi whose 
work plays with the role that social media holds in our lives.

Em Sieler
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Ratrock 
Staff Feature

Em recommends art enthusiasts in the Barnumbia community to visit Printer Matter.
Located in the Chelsea Arts District, Printed Matter sells artists’ books. To those 

unfamiliar, an art book is a catalog of pictures of art, whereas an artists’ book refers 
to when the book is a form of art in itself. With most works between $5 and $50, 

Printed Matter provides an accessible means of art ownership. Em most recently 
bought a book of pink pixel-like drawings. 

Em dressed up as Hello Kitty for 
Halloween this year. They profess 

an adoration for the character. 
They are looking forward to 

making a sculpture out of their 
100 Hello Kitty mini figurines: a 

collection which includes custom 
rhinestone specials. With this love 

for imitation gemstones, it’s no
wonder Em chose rocks when 

asked to identify their allegiance
 between rats and rocks.

If you want to read more about Em and their practice, 
visit www.ratrockmagazine.com 

and check out their featured artist article from the last academic year!

Em Sieler
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To trust in others is the ultimate trust in yourself. 
To allow yourself to be a part of a unit is the ultimate test of independence.

Haley Cao
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September Featured Artists

LOLO
Photos By Norman Godinez

Lolo Dederer is a junior in Columbia College studying Architecture. 
She is a multimedia artist with a special interest in 
watercolor, acrylic paint and the use of found and 
gathered objects. Her work focuses on collecting 
emotions, moments, and physical items into cohesive 
images that inspire self reflection in their viewer.

Interview by Phoebe Sarah 
Dittmore Klebahn

Her current creative process draws on both her experience with collecting 
physical items and her desire to preserve memories and emotions. Over 
the pandemic, a friend encouraged Lolo to start journaling, a practice that 
allowed her to capture moments and feelings from her day-to-day life. 
Lolo’s journaling evolved into drawings in her notebooks as a meditation 
on transitory emotions and events. She uses journaling as a tool to
“remember and attach myself to something that I have collected and is 
sitting in the back of my brain.” 

Up until a few years ago, Lolo’s art was more illustrative, a style which is 
still perceivable in her current portfolio. She states that her journaling “became 
a way to almost meditate on a feeling without putting words to it, which is 
something that we all can work on: not needing to always know how you feel. 
One of my friends always says ‘you don’t need to put a name to your feelings 
because not everything has a name.’ [Artmaking] is a nice way to just sit with 
things, and get away from obsessive journaling.” 

Her direct, spontaneous approach to drawing and painting can be easily 
seen in her figurative drawings. The piece “Egotistical Maniac” is a 
“portrait of self reflection” drawn after a run in Riverside Park. She recalls 
her process for the piece: “Sometimes you feel like your brain is all over
the place. I had this really strange experience after running when I 
went home and said ‘okay I’m gonna draw myself.’ Sometimes when I do t
hese drawings, I think about how egotistical it is for me to be sitting here 
drawing myself, thinking about myself.’ Trying to figure out the proper way 
to perceive yourself is kinda tricky.” This self-reflective tendency is echoed 
in Lolo’s choice of creative space, as she primarily likes to work alone in 
her room. She tells me that she prefers to create art in “a little cocoon to 
think and make.”
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Photo by Jasmine Wang
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Sungyoon Lim
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Caroline Cavalier
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FROM
THE Blog

Eva 
Brander 
Blackhawk

Article by 

Taylor El izabeth Bhaij i 

On a chilly Thursday morning, Eva Brander Blackhawk answers 
my phone call with an enthusiastic hello. Her energy radiates 
despite our virtual connection, and we immediately jump into 
conversation. Through our hour-long chat, we take a deep dive
into her artist work that reveals her identity as a woman, 
environmental activist, young adult, and Native American.

When asked about the role art plays in her life, Eva emphasizes
the significant part that art plays in exploring and understanding 
the different facets of her identity that often complicate her self-
perception. She explains that every aspect of her identity may 
not be so apparent in her art pieces or serve as the centerpiece 
of her artwork, but her art is inextricably linked to who she is. 

Eva believes that “we are in this age where we are constantly 
reminded of this impending doom caused by humans that has 
led to climate change, pandemics, racial oppression and 
globalization. We are left treading water hoping to not drown 
from all of this ominous information.” She is constantly asking 
herself questions about what to make of our government, how 
does her Native American identity fit into the future of our 
nation, and what does it mean to be a woman right now. 
Luckily, art has become an outlet for her to process today’s 
world, to reflect on the past as well as envision the future.
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FROM

THE Blog

Eva’s main medium is collage, which she describes as a process of 
creating small unique worlds that allow her and her viewers to 

envision how they want the world to look. Collage can either serve 
as a form of escape or blueprint for a better place. She first 

encountered collage in her senior year of high school. She says 
that she was captivated by Life magazines from the 1960s that her 

school had. “I saw a repetition of women being objectified and 
placed in a box as the ‘housewife,’ and I saw little to no indigenous

 representation. These are still issues that we see in the popular 
magazines of today.” She is interested in where our collective 

consciousness as a society has progressed and what has 
remained the same.

When discussing the content of the magazines, Eva emphasizes 
that she has struggled quite a bit with the fact that there aren't 

really Native Americans in the magazines. She notes that she has
 only found three ads including Natives in the hundreds of 

magazines that she has looked at over the years.

One of her recent projects utilizes the few images of Natives that 
she found. One Life magazine reported on the 19-month long 

Occupation of Alcatraz by Native Americans in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. During the occupation, Native American people from 

all different tribes came together and occupied Alcatraz Island 
under the Treaty of Fort Laramie that says that unused federal land

must be returned to the Native Americans. Eva says it was a 
momentous moment in history for Native Americans that made 

national news. “Even the fact that it was covered in Life magazine 
is amazing because that's something that rarely happens for 

Native Americans.”
 

Read the ful l blog post @
RatRockMagazine.com

Eva 
Brander 

Blackhawk
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION:
COME BACK NEXT ISSUE 
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS
Banksy - Satirical graffiti artist
Eco-vandalism - Defacement of famous artwork by climate activists
Bored Ape - Famous NFT collection, ownership of which functions as membership to a yacht club
Midjourney - Popular AI program that can generate unique high-quality art from a few keywords.
Terracotta Warriors - Army of thousands of life-size clay figures created to protect Chinese Emperor Qin in his afterlife
Mischief - a group of rats
Dumbo - a domesticated breed of rat named after its unusually big ears
Pastels - medium used in many of Degas’ works
Pulp painting - technique involving shredding pigmented paper to create an image
Kahlo - artist with great brows
Picasso - painter of Guernica
Michelangelo - created a famous naked David
Degas - artist who loves ballerinas
Kusama - contemporary artist who loves polka dots and pumpkins
Goop - lifestyle brand of the star who famously stated “I’d rather smoke crack than eat cheese from a tin.”
Emma - book that inspired the movie Clueless
Fleabag - comedy drama TV series where the main character famously breaks the fourth wall
The Crown - TV series on the British royal family
Frankenstein - first science fiction novel, and song by Rina Sawayama
Beloved - Toni Morrison’s haunting bestseller 
Renaissance - 2022 album and period that cultivated a new change in art and culture
Midnights - music album and time of night
Aftersun - new drama starring one of the Normal People leads as a father
Gossip Girl - iconic TV show set in the Upper East Side
Kangaroo - breed of rat that can go without drinking water its whole life
Hamilton - broadway show and building on campus
Wednesday - Tim Burton’s newest show focused on the daughter of a notorious family
Guggenheim - Art museum and UNESCO world heritage site designed by Frank Lloyd
Hopper - realist oil painter of Nighthawks 
Tony - famous award for distinction in Broadway and musical theater
Nope - Jordan Peele’s new science fiction horror film set on a horse ranch
Gehry - Architect whose buildings’ facades feature sweeping (or could say huge) disjointed pieces of curved steel.
Matisse - French fauvist painter who created the series, Blue Nudes
Ailey - Modern dancer and choreographer best known for choreographing the piece Revelations

Supported in part by the arts initiative at columbia university
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